research and patient care, but also by his simplicity, his tolerance and humanist approach to life. His educational skills were exceptional. He spoke without haste, with long pauses, times of reflection which allowed his ideas to mature, ideas which were always original. And, as he had a sense of humour, he often added funny citations and anecdotes (Photos 2 and 3).
His qualities and competence served epileptology within the French Chapter of the ILAE which he joined as an active member at its foundation, and which he later led as its president. In recognition for his services he was awarded the first Henri Gastaut prize. He also served the ILAE as a member of the editorial board of Epilepsia, and by chairing several commissions (classification and terminology, education, paediatric epileptology). He was nominated Ambassador for Epilepsy. He participated in numerous Contents lists available at SciVerse ScienceDirect Seizure j o u r n a l h o m e p a g e : w w w . e l s e v i e r . c o m / l o c a t e / y s e i z international courses and congresses and was honorary members of several scientific societies and national chapters of the ILAE.
Joseph Roger was also a man of culture and a humanist. This quality was most often underlined by his fellows, co-workers and all epileptologists from around the world in the messages they sent after his death. He had a deep sense of justice and never renounced his convictions. He was indifferent to the small vanities of hierarchy. His patients and the people who worked with him were also loved him for his human qualities. He trusted his co-workers, secretaries, nurses and technicians as well as the other doctors he worked with. He thought that everyone had a right to knowledge and provided complete explanations in a simple, readily comprehensible way. He also attracted people by his originality, which could be somewhat surprising at first but endeared him to those who had got to know him. He liked life and pleasures, pretty women, sport cars, good wine and tobacco, late nights with his friends. He is remembered for his unconventional clothes and his familiar way of speaking even with patients and their families.
For the last ten years of his life, affected by a severe illness, he could not leave his house, but he was always happy when we visited him. Up to his last days, he maintained his interest in our work in epileptology and offered his opinions and counsel. We will continue to think of him as our Master and as a Master for the epileptological community at large. 
